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are not so incessantly working. It is the nervous system that needs most 
rest, but it does not need all. In this connection, it would be interesting 
to compare in different kinds of animals the amount of sleep with the 
nervous development, and to determine any relation between the 
development and use of the higher nerve centers. Because of his arti- 
ficial conditions of life man would need to be excluded from such a 
comparison or the lives of some of the domestic animals might be made 
to approach that of man. We also need more observations, such as were 
made by Patrick and Gilbert, on the amount of sleep needed for recovery 
after long periods of waking. 

The biological theory of Claparede is an advance on the ones which he 
has criticized. The new theory will be elaborated and possibly changed 
to some extent, but even in its present condition it helps more than the 
older ones to a better understanding of the varied phenomena known as 
sleep. 

Shepherd Ivory Franz. 
Government Hospital fob the Insane, 
Washington, D. C. 

Das asthetische Symbol. Robert M. Wernaer. Zeitschrift fur Phi- 

losophie und philosophische Kritik, Band 130, Heft 1. April, 1907. 

Pp. 31. 

The writer opens this interesting paper with the statement that an 
exhaustive treatment of the symbol is an Asthetik im Kleinen. While 
expressly disavowing the writing of such an esthetic, he has nevertheless 
given us a suggestive glance into that new Gefiihls-asthetik which is 
rapidly breaking away from the older intellectualistic presuppositions. 
The symbol has always been the strong point of intellectualistic esthetics, 
for, despite the fact that we actually use the term symbolism to cover 
numerous felt meanings which can not be reduced to terms of the under- 
standing, it is in general, as Wernaer says, only the artist and the 
artistically schooled that are conscious of any other than the intellectual 
symbol. Some of these felt meanings Wernaer has been able to isolate, 
and has made good his claim for the existence of a purely "esthetic 
symbol which is brought into being through feeling, and in which picture 
and affective content fuse into an unanalyzable unity." Thus in Millet's 
"Angelus," which is his chief illustration, we have, in addition to the 
picture for sense and the primary meaning which arises through the 
" feeling into " the picture of particular emotions, subjective and indi- 
vidual, another felt meaning, more objective and typical, " a meaning in- 
corporated in the picture itself, and yet one which lies back of the 
particular experiences, and which is felt only as Stimmung — that this 
man and this woman express the relation of laboring humanity to God." 
In this case the secondary meaning is what we describe as religious, but 
it is only accidentally so. Symbolic art expresses many of the more 
general feelings which arise in the progress of the race. 

With well-chosen illustrations from literature and art, he shows that 
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this symbol of the " second intention " is to be clearly distinguished from 
the intellectual symbol, which depends for its existence merely upon the 
fact that the ideal content is connected with the sensuous picture by 
some identity. In the affective symbol there can be no question of such 
a point of comparison, in Vischer's sense, for image and affective content 
are fused into one esthetic unity. Nor is it to be explained as arising 
out of a sense of " discrepancy " (in Hegel's sense) between picture and 
content, sense and thought, although there are some symbols of this 
logical-esthetic character. Neither of these logical explanations applies. 
The symbol in this case is purely psychological, and is psychologically, 
not logically, conditioned. 

This analysis, with its negative conclusions, is well worked out, but 
such suggestions as Wernaer offers in the direction of the fuller char- 
acterization of these more objective moods and sentiments, with their 
purely affective meaning — as well as towards their explanation — are 
vague and disappointing. It is to be hoped that the present paper is 
to be but the prelude to more positive construction, and that in the 
working out of the suggestions already given the writer may be led to 
a consideration of the concepts of " affective generalization " and 
" affective logic," which have already proved useful in connection with the 
problem of esthetic symbolism, and to which some of his own analyses 
and descriptions already point. 



Wilbur Urban. 



Tbinity College. 
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ZEITSCHRIFT FUR PSYCHOLOGIE UND PHYSIOLOGIE 
DER SINNESORGANE. Bd. 46, Heft 4. Zur Theorie der Gefiihl- 
stone der Farbenempfindungen (pp. 241-274) : Rich. Muller-Freienfels. 
- Two assumptions are made : that the Hering theory of color vision is 
true and that feeling tone is dependent upon the adequate functioning of 
the nervous mechanism. So far as color sensations themselves are agree- 
able, it is held that actual processes in the retina or cortex are directly 
responsible. The agreeableness of bright objects is thus traced to the 
activity of the white-black process. Saturation is treated as an excep- 
tion, and agreeable only as meeting a desire for strong contrast or some 
other intellectual requirement. Further, it is claimed that the apprecia- 
tion of rich colors is primitive and is being outgrown. Pleasing com- 
binations, whether of complementaries or not, give rise to a balance of 
activities of different processes, or further the antagonistic processes in 
one substance. Small intervals do not form a combination, but a single 
impression. The brightest (ruddy) part of the spectrum is normally 
pleasing, but here, and always, associative factors and acquired prejudices 
must be considered. Die angeblich falsche Wissentheorie der Psychol- 
ogie. Ein Protest (pp. 275-287) : Richard Herbertz. - Three contentions 
of H. A. Prichard in an article in Mind, January, 1907, are examined 



